PREFACE

THE importance and the human complexity of Europe make the study
of that continent of special interest to all students of the human sciences.
They also arouse a curiosity as to why European society has taken its
present forms. This book is designed to consider modern European life
from the geographical point of view. That is, it deals with the adjust-
ments of European man to his natural environment as well as his adjust-
ments of that environment. It is frankly recognized that geographical
relationships do not provide a complete explanation of modern European
society. Historical, social and ethnic factors have all played important
parts, and all would have to be considered before one could arrive at
any complete survey of social causation. In the present study the author
has frequently drawn upon these related fields in order to render more
understandable the present human development in the various portions
of the continent.

This book is designed as a text for students of geography of college
or university grade and as a source of useful information for all those
interested in European life or European problems. Both of these groups
of readers are primarily interested in the major problems of the Euro-
pean peoples, in the cultural landscapes to be found in various portions
of the continent and in the relations of the natural environment to these
problems and landscapes. To satisfy these interests requires that atten-
tion be given to the geographical background of the major European
problems. It also requires that a picture of life in each region be presented
and that these regions be small enough so that each possesses a consider-
able degree of cultural individuality.

In the carrying out of these ideas the continent as a whole is first
considered from the point of view of its world relationships and its physi-
cal and human characteristics. Attention is then given to the economic,
political and cultural activities of the European peoples in an effort to
show the position which the continent holds in each. The geographical
reasons for the relative economic and cultural importance of each major
division of Europe are then studied.

The detailed regional treatment is on the basis of political units, as
these are frequently characterized by at least partial social and economic
unity, and as most data are available on this basis. The political units are
in turn broken up into physical regions sufficiently small so that each
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